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TOWN OFFICERS FOR THE YEAR 1874-75. 


Town Clerk. 
NATH’L K. K. CARLETON. 


Representative to the General Court. 


MOSES B. DOW. 


Selectmen and Overseers of the Poor. 


GILMAN HARRIS, 8. C. SLEEPER, JAS. N. GEORGE. 


Superintending School Committee. 


REUBEN PEASLEE. 


Town Treasurer. 


JAMES N. GEORGE 


Collector. 
JOHN M. KIMBALL. 


Auditors. 
W. H. HILLS, JOHN N. SLEEPER, M. C. KIMBALL. 


REPORT. 


The auditors for the year ending March 1, 1875, submit 
the following report: 
TREASURER’S ACCOUNT. 


James N. George, Treasurer, charges himself as follows: 
With cash in the‘treasury Mar. 1, 1874, $94 45 


es hired on town notes, 1,274 17 
Me Railroad tax ree’d from State, 199 96 
. ER niece nEahi Lebar me 24 96 
a Literary Fund i Aula 84 46 
s United States bounty*’ — ‘* 32 00 
uy Ree’d from Newton for run- 

ning line, 2 50 
S Rec’d of J. H. Pollard for 

coffin bought in 1873, 6 00 


Ae Ree’d of Moses C. Kimball, 
Collector for 1873, town 


tax, 1794 30 
A Ree’d of Moses C. Kimball, 

dog tax of 1875, 40 00 
oo Ree’d of Moses C. Kimball, 

interest on tax, 1873, 7d 79 


as Ree’d of bondsmen of Collect- 

or Flanders, for 1869 and 

1870, 881 68 
a Reed of Daniel Eaton, school 

money belonging to Dis- 

trict No. 2, 42 8] 


4: 


With cash ree’d of John M. Kimball, 
Collector of 1874, town 


tax, 5,798 23 
fe Ree’d of John M. Kimball, 

dog tax, 40 00 
BS Ree’d of John M. Kimball, 

for use of town hall, 2 00 


He discharges himself as follows : 


1" $10,353. 8h 


By paying town bonds, $1,000 00 
Rs Coupons on town bonds, 1,095 60 
f Outstanding orders of 1873, 69) 24 


bie Orders of 1874-5 6,877 75 


Cash in treasury, 


685 32 


$10,353 31 


COLLECTOR’S ACCOUNTS. 


Moses C. Kimpart, CoLiiectror 


oF 1873-4. 


Dr. To uncollected taxes March 1, 1874, $1,894 68 


Cr. By town tax paid Treasurer, 
dog tax paid Treasurer, 
abatements on. his list, 


JOHN M. Kimpai, CoLLEcToR 


—$1,894 68. 
$1,794 30 

40 00 

60 38 
k —$1,894 68. 


oF 1874-5. 


dr. to taxes committed to him for collection, viz: 


State tax, 

County tax, 

Town tax, 

School tax, 

Cemetery tax, 

Non resident highway tax, 

Dog tax, 

School House tax, District No. 1, 
Overlaid, 


$816 00 
901 34 
3,500 00 
714 00 
500 00 
119 73 
73 00 
50 00 
27 28 
£6,701 35 


ay 


Cr. By cash paid Town Treasurer, $9,798 23 
Uncollected taxes, 812 03 
Abatements, 91 O9 


————— $6,701 35, 


PAUPER ACCOUNTS. 


Gilman Harris, overseer, has expended on account of the. 
following persons : 


Paid C. W. Cass, on account of Susan Gile, $30 52: 
G. Harris, for wood and provisions for Susan 
Gile, ) 30 42: 
C. W. Cass on account of Hiram Hadley, 10 50: 
é oe John W. Kelley, (ugie 
I. A. Crittenden, “ v6 1 60 
C. W. Cass, on account of Alfred Kelley, 21 49 
(c. Harris, is te 66, 13 7d 
Brooks Brothers,, ‘‘ ae 40 28. 
C. W. Cass, : “* Mrs. Geo. W. Kel- 
ley, 5G; 6k 
New Hampshire Asylum, on account of 
Henry Bradley, Lis) 27 
James M. Davis, on account of Moses Stevens, 52 84 
G. Harris, on vs °F 27 is 
James M. Davis on x Addie Busel, BY) gas 
Lucy Davis, on ee ‘a 66 85. 
Nath’l Lovering on - EK. Gale, 15 00; 
G. W. Simons, on BS Sp } 15, 25: 
Joseph Noyes, on ee L. Heath, | 9 50 
D. S. Peaslee, on “ of 25 00 
d. M. Kimball, on $3 ss 8 90: 


8628 84 
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ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


‘Paid J. H. Pollard for 4 tons timber for 

bridge near meeting house 

John H. Pollard for stone for bridge 
near F., D. Pollard’s, in 1871, 

E. E. Peaslee for 392 feet plank 
for Welch bridge, 

Gilman Harris, for labor and lum- 
ber on Harriman bridge, 

‘Gilman Harris, labor and, lumber 
on Pollard bridge, 

Isaac Hall for labor on Welch 
bridge, 

Joseph Day, for labor on road, 

Alden B. Bartlett, for gravel, 

Levi B. Tucker labor and lumber 
for Gookin bridge, 


SNOW PATHS. 


tPaid Joseph Day for breaking roads 
in 1874, 
Joseph Day for :breaking roads in 
1875, 
G. Denoncour, for breaking roads 
in 1873, 
A. J. Bartlett, for breaking roads 
in 1873, 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Paid R. Peaslee for services as auditor, 
re; 66 66 66 66 School 
Committee, 


9 00 


30 00 


$82 01 


‘$13 10 


my 
é 


Paid W. H. Hills, services and expens- 
es as auditor from 1865 to1874 32 05 


N. K. K. Carleton, services as 


town clerk, 41 10 
James N. George, services as 

treasurer, 50 00 
James N. George, services as 

Selectman, 35 00 
Gilman Harris, services as select- 

man, 85 00: 
Gilman Harris, services as over- 

seer, 20 00 
S.C: Sleeper, services as select- 

man, 40 00 
John M. Kimball, services as col- 

lector, 113: 16 


John M. Kimball, retnrning non- 
resident list to deputy secre- 


tary and cash paid for copy, 10 50 
$465 81 
MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES. 
Paid Wiggin & Fernald, for fees and expenses 
in action ws. Flanders e¢ als, $66 94. 
Morris & Ireland for safe, 150 00 
G. Harris for freight and expense mov- 
ine safe, 24 30 
C. Marseilles printing report, 24 00 
C. C. Morse, ‘¢ school report, 12 00 
He. Be Carter; ‘¢ vouchers, 8 00 
C. H. Fellows, nails, 5 75 
B. W. Sanborn & Co., order book, E23 
N. Kk. Kelley, returning births and 
deaths, 5 25 


<r 


Paid R. A. Crittenden, returning births and 
deaths, G 25 
Knowles & Co., 3 chandeliers, 20 60 
¥. D. Pollard, land for cemetery lot, 197 44 


L. Currier, posts te bs tf 31 67 
G. Harris, books and stationery, 11781 
J. M. Kimball, labor, repairs and fix- 

tures for town hall, 14 70 
M. B. Dow, desk and work in hall, 11 50 
C. Marseilles, printing tax receipts, 3 58 


John M. Kimball, printing tax receipts, 3 00 


SCHOOL HOUSE TAXES. 


Paid Gilman Harris, for stove and insur- 
ance for District No. 2, $28 75 
Balance now due the District, 350 14 
John Curtis labor and lumber for fence 


around lot, in District No. 1, 50 00 
P. C. Marden tax in District No. 4, 25 00 
Abated taxes in said District, 3 72 -$103 75 


SCHOOL MONEY. 
Paid Lennie E. A. Cheney, for teaching 


in District No. 1, $414 00 
H. H. Cheney, wood, &c., for Dis- 

trict No. 1, 13 25 
Flora J. Harris, for teaching in Dis- 

trict No. 2, 147 65 
Joseph Harris for teaching in Dis- 

trict No. 2 and fitting fuel, 62 80 
Z. Bragdon, wood and repairs, Dis- 

trict No. 2, 15° 20 


H. Maria Dow, teaching in District 
No. 8, 210 00 
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C. H. Tucker, teaching in District 
Nowe, 101 25 
S.C. Slecp.r, material ancl labor re- 
pairing school house in District 


No. 3, 13 75 
Hattie A. Peaslee, teaching in Dis- 
trict No. 4, 67 50 
R. Peaslee, teaching and wood in 
District No. 4, O1Li49 
$1137 19 


DAMAGE BY DOGS. 


Paid Jos°ph Noyes for 5 sheep killed, $30 00 
Samtel Calder, 1 ‘* injured, 2 00 
Moses C. Kimball 1 turkey, 4 00 

) $35 CO 


NON-RESIDENT HIGHWAY TAXES. 


Paid Z. Bragdon, for working out taxes, $9 54 
R. Peaslee, ue a sf 9 94 
G. Harris, . ze oe 42 48 
J. E. George, tS oe ss Pine ¢ 
C. E. Peaslee, oS 3, ae EZVLe 
P. C. Marden, vis aS 4: 15 03 
Joseph Noyes, Ki it it 6 64 
A. J. Bartlett, oe cy oh 2 88 
$110 05 


NOTES AND INTEREST. 


Paid James N. George, note andinterest, $501 99 


John N. Sleeper, ‘* , ‘‘ oh 456 91 
Thomas N. Chase, aaa ne 613 10 
John N. Sleeper, ‘**  ‘ Sf 176 78 


$1,747 97 
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STATE AND COUNTY TAXES. 


Paid State tax, $816 00 
County tax, 901 34 
$1,717 34 
LOCK-UP. 
Paid C. A. Bryant, & Co. their bill as follows: 
Feb. 22, 1 days work, Laws, 4 00 
ci 1 yt eS OG OCR Wik 2 50 
He 2 bbls. cement,4 80—2 casks lime, 
3 00,— 7 80 
A Trucking, 2 00 
23 1 day, Jos. Knight. and J. 
Knight, Jr., 3 50 7 00 
. 1 day Laws, 4 00—1 day Good- 
win, 2 50, 6 50 
oe Eaton’s bill of doors, turnings, 
and castings, 46 09 
ts 4 day Bryant 2 00—1 day Mc.- 
Holland, 2 25, 6 25 
24 1 day Laws, 4 00—1 day Good- 
win 2 50 6 50 
My 1 day McHolland 2 25—1 day 
Jos. Knight, 3 50 0 75 
Re 1 day Jos. Knight Jr., 3 350 
os 2 casks lime, &c., 4 00 
25 1 day Laws, 4 00—1 day Good- 
win, 2 950, 6 50 
at 1 day McHolland, 2 25—1 day 
Jos. Knight, 3 50 5d 75 
he 1 day Jos. Knight Jr., 3 50 — 4 
cask lime, .75, 4 25 


ne Trucking staging, : 2 00 
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26 5 day Bryant, 2 00- 1 day Laws, 


4 00 6 00 
J 1 day Goodwin, 2 50 — 1 Mc.- 

Holland 2 25 4 75 
: day each of J. Knight and J. 

Knight Jr., 7 00 
27 1 day Laws, 4 00— day Bryant, 

2 00 6 00 
sc 1 day Goodwin, 2 50 
a Serew hooks, .25—2 locks 3 50 373 


$f L. B. Tucker’s bill 7 M bricks, 


at 9 00 63 00 
Be M. B- Dow, bill of lumber and 
tabor, 10 53 
a John Kiurball, bill of stone, sand 
and labor, 12 00 
$235 83 


Error in bill, 2 00. 


LIABILITIES. 

Due on Town bonds, $17,000 00 
Interest on town bonds, 495 00 
District No. 2 on S. H. tax, £0 14 

a *¢ 2 on School money 52 28 
66 Lad 1 on 66 66 a 47 
ee 66 3 on 66 66 37 29 
Balance of dog tax, 4 00 


——--—— $17,626 18* 


ne 


ASSETS. 
Due from B. Flanders, collector, on 
taxes of 1865, $62 90 
A. Carleton, ccllector, on 
taxes of 1861, 100 00 
J. M. Kimball, collector, on 
taxes of 1874, 812 03 
County on account of poor, 60 94 
Geo. Cheney for use of hall 2 00 
Cash in treasury 685 382 
ee $1,723 19 
Balance against the town, 7 $15,902 99 


* The award to B. Gile, in 1858, for land damages, is 
omitted from the list of liabilities, as it is never likely to le 
called for. 


The committee chosen to locate a new cemetery have in- 
curred some expenses that have not been adjusted. The 
amount is not large. 


W. iH. HILLS, 
JOHN N: SLEEPER, Auditors. 
MOSES C. KIMBALL, 


nectar HOARE 


EOL WET EE SLE FIL TERE EI 


RRP ORT 


Superintending School Committee, 
Town or Puarstow, 
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Histrict No. 1. 
Summer Term. 
Fall Term. 
Winter Term. 
District No. 2. 
Summer Term. 
Fall Term. 


Winter Term. 


District No: 3. 
Summer Term. 
Fall Term. 
Winter Term. 
District No. 4. 


Summer Term. 


Amount of money raised by the town for schooling, 


Literary Fund, 
Dog Tax, 


Amount assigned to each District: 


District No. 1 
District No. 2, 
District No. 3 
District No. 4 
Incidental expenses : 
District No. l, 
District No. 2, 
District No. 3, 
District No. 4, 


a 


~ 


b) 
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9 81 (52.88 25/34 84 $36] 88 51 
113, [44|36.84/25|10 18) 36 
9 |38/32.74|20 ato 
Me REE 
10 |24121.54 feu 28| 12 12 
11 |25/26.1 | 3/17} 6) 281 
73/20/16.43| 8]27| 4 
He Rete ie a 82) la 
10 |54/46.9 [41/29/60] 4ol 7 74 
10 154/43.6 [501251451 49 
9 |60]49.9 |42/42/65| 45 
—j—|———_—-|—|—|—| —_|___ 
ly 34/97.1 |35/30|78} 380! 6 10 
i 136/24.6 [18!20|10] 30 
$714 00 
8 00 
207 00 
$291 46 
935 11 
331 17 
159 29 
$12 50 
15 00 
22 47 
10 24 


SCHOOL REPORT. 


DISTRICT No. 1. 
PRUDENTIAL Commitrre.—W. H. Cheney. 


Te school in this district, for the year past, has been un- 
dier the instruction of Miss Lennie E. A. Cheney. Excellent 
improvement has been made in every branch taught. The 
order wes good—unexceptionable. The interest manifested 
by both parents and scholars for the success of this school is 
truly commendable. Itis one of our best schools. 

The following list of scholars were not absent a single half 
day during the winter term: - 

Clara Burrell, Warren Clark, Nettie B. Cheney, Hattie 
Donencour, Clinton Hardy, Minnie Kelleher, Katie Kelleher, 
Sherman Haseltine, Oliver Peppin, Katie B. Smart. Several 
of these scholars live one and a half miles from the school 
bouse. 


DISTRICT No. 2. 
PRUDENTIAL ComMirrer.—Zimri Bragdon. 


The Summer and Fall terms were taught by Miss Flora J. 
Harris, the Winter term by Joseph Harris. 

Miss H. performed her duty faithfully here. The prompt 
and correct answers, given at the closing examinations of 
her school, showed that her scholars had been employed. 
The school appeared finely. The order was excellent— 
faultless. 

The winter term was under the care of Joseph Harris. 
This was Mr, H.’s first effort at teaching. If not as sug¢- 
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gessful as his immediate predecessor, an experienced teacher, 
it is no cause for discouragement. The school closing 
sooner than was anticipated, there was no review of the 
studies gone over. This of itself would make a considerable 
difference in the appearance of the school. The scholars 
passed a very good examination and a fair degree Of, im- 
provement was made by all. 
The order was good, but not the best. 


DISTRICT No. 3. 
Pere Commrtrrexn.—Charles H. Tucker. 


The summer. and fall terms of this school were taught by 
H. Maria Dow; the winter term, by Mr. H. Tucker. 
Miss D. was an experienced teacher, and were very suc- 
cessful in the management of her school. The closing ex- 
-aminations of both summer and fall terms were very satis- 
factory. The improvements made were generally good—in 
some cases truly praiseworthy. More interest for the suc- 
cess of this school, while under her charge, was manifested 
by her scholars than: I halve ever witnessed before in this dis- 
trict. 
Mr. C. H. Tucker taught. the winter term. Heis a gen- 
tleman well qualified for a successful instr: uctor. He isa 
rigid disciplinarian, and in enforcing his rules with strict 
exactness, failed to secure that cordial co-operation from a 
portion of his scholars who were impatient of restraint, which 
is so necessary for complete success. His sickness of a few 
weeks in the midst of the term operated, as it usually does, 
in the loss of interest on the part of scholars in their studies 
and school. 

Tam convinced that he labored hard for success, and 
wherever his labors were cordially seconded by his pupils, 
excellent improvement was made in Algebra, Grammar, &c., 
and a good degree ofadvancement was visible in most classes, 
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but not what it would have been under more favorable cir- 
cumstances. ‘The usefulness of our schools will be commen- 
surate with the interést taken in them. ‘The mode of teach- 
ing spelling in this school is an excellent one, and worthy of 
adoption in all schools. This school is noted for good spel- 
lers. The order was good. 

Nine scholars are reported as not being absent one-half. 
day. Freeman C. George is the only scholar not absent from 
school one half day for the year. 


DISTRICT No. 4. 
. PrupEeNtTIAL Commitren.—Nathaniel A. Willey. 

The summer term was under the instruction of Miss Hat- 
tie A. Peaslee. She was quite successful in her school. 
Good advancement was visible in all the classes,—in some 
most excellent had been made. “The term was as_ profitable 
as could be expected under the circumstances. An unfortu- 
nate difference of opinion among the citizens of the district 
on the management of the school, operated very unfavorably. 
upon its utility. _ 

Winter term of this school was taught by Reuben Peaslee. 
{ shall leave it for those interested in it, to make their com- 
ments upon it. 


GENERAL REMARKS. 

Receiving my appointment some two years since, after, 
most or all of the schools had commenced their summer ses- 
sions. I did not feel at liberty to make any change in the 
text books thenin use. The panic and dull times soon fol- 
lowing, I have refrained from imposing any additional bur- 
dens which would become necessary if any changes in school 
books were made. And yet I am persuaded that interests of. 
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education are suffering badly in some branches from an inju- 
ducious selection of text books by some of my predecessors 
in office. The almost unlimited powers conferred by law upon 
school committees has too often been egregiously abused by 
the constantly recurring in school books, without the least 
regard to the merits of the books discarded or introduced. 
~The interests of education have frequently been sacrificed by 
-the introduction of inferior books—‘‘ Burdens too grievous 
to be borne”? have been heaped on those having children to 
educate. My fault, perhaps, is the other extreme. No 
.change should be made unless'some clear, manifest and de- 
cided advantage is to be derived. Every change is not ne- 
_cessarily an improvement. ‘The rudiments of all the sciences 
taught in our common schools are so clearly defined and illus- 
trated by their different authors, that there is but little choice 
between them. <A good understanding of any of the sciences 
can be obtained by using any of them, except Guyot’s Geog- 
raphy, which is much better adapted for acquiring a knowl- 
edge of drawing maps than of geography. Whena change 
.of books is made, I can see no good reason why it should 
not continue for long series of years. ‘There should be a 
uniformity of text books in our schools. ‘There is a great 
diversity of them now in most of our schools. Some have 
three or four kinds of Arithmetics, and as many kinds of 
Grammar and Reading Books, &e., greatly to the injury of 
the schools. It causes a great waste of the teacher’s time by 
an almost indefinite multiplication of classes. Other and 
important interests of the school are imperfectly attended to 
or entirely neglected for the want of time. Reform in this 
particular is imperiously demanded. Compositions, for the 
first time, have been made one of the legitimate exercises of 
our common schools this year. They are now required of 
every scholar writing a legible hand, once in every two weeks, 
and declamations the alternate week. ‘This exercise has 
deen cheerfully responded to generally, and some truly prais: 
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worthy productions have been the result. It is necessary 
that the young should learn to express their thoughts readily 
and acurately on paper, as it is to learn anything else. And 
surely there can be no better time to commence than while 
young and at school. Writing has been too much neglected 
in dur schools. At least a half hour each day should be de- 
voted exclusively by the teacher for giving instruction in 
penmanship. Its importance demands it. 

Of all the 195 scholars in town, the average daily attend-— 
ance is a small portion over 26. This is a sorrowful exhibit 
of the interest taken by our people in the education of their 
children. Free schools and yet only about two-thirds of the- 
scholars avail themselves of their benefits and that, at a 
period of their lives when their services are of little pecuniary 
value to their parents, and would scarcely be missed by 
them. It would seem not only to be the manifest duty but 
the ardent desire of every parent who has the welfare of his 
child at heart, and who would wish to elevate him in the 
scale of existence, who would wish‘to give the’ best possible 
of all gifts, one that ‘‘rust doth not corrupt nor. thieves 
break through and steal,” should give the best possible 
éducation inhis power. The most charitable explanation I 
can give for this indifference is that parents do not fully 
realize the pernicions consequences of irregular, inconsistent 
and unseasonable attendance at school. A scholar absent” 
one or two days or even half days will very soon lose all 
interest in his books and school, and yet the parent thinks it: 
a matter of no consequence, but the scholar in his absence 
falls behind his class in his lessons, makes a few fruitless: 
attempts to regain lost ground, fails, and finding that his: 
chances of success are dubious, he becomes discouraged, dis- 
heartened, and gives up in despair and settles down in 
idleness or indifference to both books and school. ‘This 
‘is a great hindrance to the progress of education in our 
schools, and: ought, if possible, to be remedied. Shall it? 


‘Tardiness and dismissals, wheh nimerous, are a fruitful 
source of injury to schools, much more so than would seer: 
possible at the first view. This is a grave complaint of the 
teachers in most of the schools, but more particularly the 
third district, which is the most compact in town. . Parents 
are not aware of the injury they are doing to the schools and 
their own children by permitting | ‘them to get dismissed after 

reciting their lessons; it makes those remaining restless and 
uneasy,—the train of study is broken up; they, can see no 
good reason why they should not be dismissed as well as 
others, and they might be so fazas studying is concerned,— 
their interest is gone, their minds are not on their books. 
Those dismissed are too often running at large in the streets 
and fields, hanging about depots and other places of resort, 
or annoying the community with) their noise or petty mis- 
chief—they are under bad influences instead of good—they 
are acquiring a street education, always bad, instead of a 
school. There is no place so good for children during the 
sessions of the school as the school-room. 

Scholars of the classes above named, are never ornaments 
to schools, and it cannot be reasonably expected they ever 
will be to society. It is devoutly to be hoped that the 
friends of education will take these matters, and some oth- 
ers not mentioned for want of space, into serious considera- 
tion, and inaugurate stch measures as will secure the great- 
est good to the greatest number from the common schools. 


Respectfully submitted, 


R. PEASLEE. 
8: S. Committer: 


